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STATE ISSUE 2

Sides clash over g

livestock rules

By Alan Johnson
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

Supporters and oppo-
nents of state Issue 2 clashed
last night about whether the -
livestock-standards proposal
s a “constitutional grab” by
powerful agribusiriess in-

terests or much-needed.

protection for Ohigfs firms -

and food supply, %

Both sides of the Issue
e T
Nov. 3 ballot got a full airing
during a two-hourdebate at
Independence Halloi the ™
pus. The event was spons .
sored by the Ohio Libesty: .
Couneil, a coalition of on-
and off-campus organiza-
tions.

Two Ohio Farm Bureau
Federation officials were the
strongest supporters.

Keith Stimpert, senior vice
president of public policy,
said the issue is necessary to
fend off “out-of-state activist
groups,” specifically the

Humane Society of the Unit-

ed States, which he said
supports reforms for live-

stock and poultry care with-

out regard to the impact on
Ohio’s $93 billion-a-year
farming business. -
Leah Dorman, a veter-
inarian and director of food
programs for the Farm Bu~
reau, raised the specter of
suspect foreign foods filling
the gap if “animal-rights
activists” have their way,
" Iffood can't be produced
in Ohio, it will come from.
elsewhere. “That may be-
Indiana or Michigan. That .
may be China or Mexico,”
Dorman said. o
Opposing the issue was
Natalie Kee of the Ohio Act. .
Coalition, made up of envi-
ronmental and other groups *
who think Issue 2 is a bad
idea to permanentlyen.
shrine in the Ohio Constituw,
tion;
Kee said the issue, if ap-
proved, would be “a blank
check to put corporate prof-

See ISSUE 2 Page B2.
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grass, not a paved parking
surface as required by city
code.

But the decision ate at
Commissioner Steve Her-
miller. a civil engineer,

Another Ohio inmate’s
execution postponed -

CINCINNATI (AP) — A
federal judge yesterday
granted a stay of execution
to another Ohio inmate as
state officials and defense

effort to exegnte Romell .
Broom, whose botched ..
attempt prompted the re-.

Gov. Ted Strickland this

attorneys continue to exam- - month postponed the exe-

ine the state's lethal-
injection method following
a botched attempt last
month... "~
Kenneth Biros, 51, was
scheduled to die on Dec. 8.
He was convicted in<1991 of
murder and attempted ra‘\lpe-
Judge Gregory Frost indef-
initely delayed his execu- -
tion. The judge also indefi-

cutions of two other men |
who were scheduled to die
before Biros, Lawrence R.
Reynolds Jr. and Darryl
Durr, until the spring. The
state is considering ways to
adjust its death-chamber
couldn’t locate suitable
‘'yeins on Broom through
which to administer lethal

nitely delayed the second _ drugs

“issue 2
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its before public safety.”

Maurice A. Thompson, an
attorney from the Buckeye
Institute, a conservative
research group, questioned
the feel-good language of
Issue 2 supporters who say it
would preserve a safe and
plentiful food supply for
Ohioans.

“When someone says it's
for public health and safety,
hold on to your wallets,”
Thompson said.

Issue 2 would set up the
13-member Ohio Livestock
Care Standards Board. The
governor and legislative
leaders would appoint mem-

bers, including family farm-

-ers, veterinarians, a food-

safety expert, a local Humane
Society representative, mem-
bers of statewide farm orga-
nizations, the dean of an
Ohio agriculture college and
two consumers, The state
agriculture director would
lead the panel,

The debate boiled down to
questions about the need to
create a powerful board and
whether it's a good idea to
build such a board into the
Ohio Constitution, which is
normally reserved for more-
weighty matters,

The issue boﬁhced iarihe

‘ ballot after the national Hu-

mane Society pushed agri-
business leaders to support
“confinement” reforms that
would allow permit farm
animals and poultry to lie
down, turn around and ex-
tend their limbs, Fearful that
the society would mount a
statewide campaign like
those in California and other
states, agribusiness interests
asked lawmakers to put the
issue on the fall ballot.

The new board would have
far-reaching powers — and
minimal oversight — to set
standards for livestock and
poultry care, food safety,
supply and availability, dis-
ease prevention, farm man-
agement and animal well-
being. |
Stimpert acknowledged
that it would cost “several
hundred thousands dollars”
to operaté the board, in-

- cluding salaries for a director

and staff, plus regu-
latory expenses.

Several people questioned
the idea of creating a new
agency when the state is
bleeding red ink.

“Isn't there enough govern-
ment now?” one asked. “I just
see it as more bureaucracy. I
don't look for government to
look out for the small guy.”

ajohnson@dispatch.com
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